Course FAQ - Media Literacy for Safe & Healthy Choices
Overview: We wrote this in an FAQ format to make it most accessible.  Pages 3 & 4 below comprise the Course Activity Log, an overview of course activities.  If you have any questions, contact Media Power Youth, at educationteam@mediapoweryouth.org 

 
What does this course include?
It’s a self-paced course that includes a complete curriculum to use in your classroom. It is also considered 8 professional development hours if approved by your district. In addition, there is a live facilitator from Media Power Youth, who will actively monitor the discussion forums. 
 
What am I going to be able to do by the end? 
The basic and most important answer is that you will have a greater awareness of some of the key issues pertaining to media literacy and how to help your students become more effective consumers and producers of media content.  Specifically, you will be able to utilize and implement the first unit of Media Literacy for Safe and Healthy Choices.  The entire course is directed toward getting you ready to use the curriculum with your students immediately.

What am I actually going to do during this course?
You’ll be engaging in activities and online discussions to build your knowledge of media literacy and the Media Literacy for Safe and Healthy Choices curriculum, with an eye toward practical implementation in the classroom.  Most of the activities are based on activities that you can actually use with your students so there is an explicit focus on learning the curriculum by experiencing it.  You will know if there is an activity embedded in a sub-section of the course by the presence of an alarm clock.  

Are there deadlines throughout the course?
No, you just have to complete the course in order to earn a completion certificate which is good for eight professional development hours.

Do I have to watch every video and read every article? 
There are a lot of materials that come with the curriculum!  But no, ultimately the choice is and should be yours regarding how you access the learning materials.  If you would like to earn a Certificate of Completion, however, there are some requirements in terms of participation and completion of activities, which we will go into below.  We hope the combination of excellent content and a solid community for learning makes you really want to be actively involved.

How are discussion forums used in the course?  Do I have to participate?
It’s hard to exaggerate the importance of discussion forums in a course like this.  Since there are no required live events to give us a chance to collectively grapple with the questions that emerge in doing this work, the discussion forums are our primary way to interact openly and authentically.  With that in mind, we hope everyone will participate enthusiastically.
As far as being a requirement, yes, in order to receive a Completion Certificate for the course you are expected to participate in each of the two section discussions.  We hate to merely quantify participation*, which should be judged more on quality and meaning, but by participation we mean the following:
	Post at least 2 times on each section discussion forum
* Really, we recognize that requiring a certain number of posts in a discussion forum is highly problematic.  But we also believe that it takes people actually showing up for meaningful discourse to ensue. And once folks show up, we hope that an authentic exchange of practical ideas will keep people coming back.  More than 2 times!

Will I get a grade? 
There will be no grades per se but a Completion Certificate will be provided for all participants who successfully complete the activities named in the Course Activity Log on the next page.  That includes specific activities like completing a personal media use log (Section 1) or creating a sample Storyboard for an anti-bullying multimedia presentation (Section 2).  Additionally.  Most of the activities are quite short to complete (less than 15 minutes) but some are longer.  Time estimates for each activity are provided in the Course Activity Log. Your school leader or district representative may ask you to provide the Completion Certificate as evidence of having participated in this course depending on what their expectations are for you.  It is best to have this conversation with them directly.

Can I access the curriculum immediately?
Yes, all of the curricular materials (handouts, instructional materials, media links, etc.) are available for your use right now at https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B6UzlWHe81nlMndWUnRhVG5TYlk&usp=sharing.  You will see this link and links to other key resources again in the Resources tab at the top of your course screen.

			

Course Activity Log
Media Literacy for Safe & Healthy Choices



Section 1


Location
Activity 1: Add a Picture  - 5 minutes                                                                                      
Comments: A picture and a few brief words will make your profile, and you, exponentially more human and reachable in this online course
Section 1 / 1 Introduction / 1.5 Let’s Get Started                                  

Activity 2: Introduce Yourself  - 10 minutes                                                                             
Comments: Say hello in the discussion forum set up just for introductions. Share pics and facts about yourself and learn about your course-mates.
Section 1 / 1 Introduction / 1.5 Let’s Get Started                                  

Activity 3: Take the “Course FAQ” Quiz - 15 minutes                                        
Comments: After reading the Course FAQ (which includes the Course activity log), take this short and zany quiz to check your knowledge about the course.                  
Section 1 / 1 Introduction / 1.6 Course FAQ                                 

Activity 4: Media & Me - 5 minutes                                                                                            
Comments: Identify the media in your life using a color-coding tool.  An illuminating exercise to begin seeing how prevalent media are in your life.                                   
Section 1 / 2 Why Media Literacy / 2.8 Media & Me

Activity 5: Media Attitudes Survey - 5 minutes                                                                        
Comments: Respond to a short list of simple but surprisingly complex statements about media, violence, and how we react to them.                                       
Section 1 / 2 Why Media Literacy / 2.9 Media Attitudes Survey

Activity 6: Positive or Negative - 15 minutes                                                                             
Comments: After watching several short videos, decide whether each one is an example of positive or negative media.  Careful, all may not be as it seems.  
Section 1 / 4 Enter Media Power Youth / 4.6 Positive or Negative

Activity 7: Media Use Log - 60 minutes                                                                                         
Comments: Using a digital app or pen and paper, track your media use for 24 hours and create a visual representation of it.                                               
Section 1 / 4 Enter Media Power Youth / 4.8 Media Use Log

Activity 8: Logo Madness - 10 minutes                                                                                          
Comments: How many logos of companies can you recognize? Check your media savvy with this web-based naming game.                                                                      
Section 1 / 5 Media Literacy 101 / 5.2 Logo Madness

Activity 9: Knowledge Check 1 - 10 minutes                                                                                  
Comments: This quiz gives you a chance to assess your knowledge on a short list of important items pertaining to the key topics of Section 1.                                                
Section 1 / 6 Check Yourself /6.1  Knowledge Check

Activity 10: Week 1 Discussion - 15 minutes                                     
Comments: The Discussion Forum is where so much of the learning (and fun) happens.                
Section 1 /8 Discussion/ 8.1 Discussions

Section 2


Location
Activity 11: The Story - Your Turn – 15  minutes                                                         
Comments: Analyze Discover the Forest PSA. Every piece of media tells multiple stories. The key task of media literacy is to be able to recognize them


Section 2/ 10 The story being told/10.3 Discover the forest PSA
Activity 12: Don’t Be Tricked - Your Turn  - 15 minutes                                                         
Comments: Analyze the Coke Ad. This represents a simple but powerful and repeatable exercise that applies to any piece of media.

Section 2/ 10 The story being told/10.6 Coke
Activity 13: What is Bullying?  - 5 minutes                                                                               
Comments: Define bullying. Articulating your own definition of bullying makes it real and contextual                                      
Section 2/ 14 Constructing a Storyboard/14.2 What is bullying?
Activity 14: Storyboarding - Your Turn  - 5 minutes                                                               
Comments: Create a storyboard using a variety of apps. The storyboard activity gives you a chance to experience what your students experience in all facets of creating a storyboard.

Section 2/ 15 Constructing a Storyboard part 2/15.5 Creating a storyboard
Activity 15: Knowledge Check 2  - 5 minutes                                                                              
Comments:   A short comprehension check can be illuminating and can help you identify important topics for retention  in Section 2                                 

Section 2/ 16 Check Yourself/16.1 Knowledge Check 2 
Activity 16: Course Survey  - 5 minutes                                                                                      
Comments: Please complete this short course survey. A course survey is often thought of as something outside the confines of course content or the course experience. We consider it a reflective tool and part of the course experience.  
Section 2/ 18 Course Survey/ 18.1 Course Feedback
Activity 17: Section 2 Discussion  - 5 minutes                                                                                 
Comments: As we said before, 2 postings represents an absolute minimum and in no way reflects what we really want to emphasize: authentic interaction around high-quality content and relevant concerns about teaching media literacy. Even as you read this, you can still come back to the Section 2 Discussion Forum for more collaborative grappling

Section 2/ 20 Section 2 Discussion/ 20.1 Section 2 Discussions




